The anticipated clash between yypry leader CHA Codans and Cottenham parish council vhaw Paula Jobmor ended ina pollte and positive We \).ty 
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iw but when Euan Ferguson got the two 
sides together the differences melted away. 


So why is everyone so angry about the issue? 
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‘eeitled community. mut the 
sam and suddenness af the 
infiox has Gaused a huge nse 
in bermsions. with some locals 
threatening to withhold coun 
cil tax unless the nuisance’ 1s 
removed. 

Putas Paula welcomes Cliff 
inte the larse and comfortable 
home of David North, one of 
the better Kind of ‘prominent 
residents . there is far more 
mutica! ground than any read. 
ing of the press would suggest 

‘Weve formulated our 
response to this select com 
mittee report, says Paula, 
referring to that recent cross- 
party paper which urged the 
government to rescind the 
(994 legislation and oblige 
councils again to provide suit 
able land for sites, 

Cliff, sitting a touch awk- 
wardly on. a. too-sofl sofa. 
remains quiet, alert, wary, and 
then his face breaks Into a 
smile as she continues: “We 
completely agree. We're all 
adnits, your community and 

aurs, and we have to live 
together. so it's surely a ques 
on of getting the government 
to see what must be done.’ 

She was ‘deeply disap- 
potnted’, she added, with the 
government's response to the 
report - the Office of the 
Deputy Prime Minister said 
the proposal was unlikely to 
be taken up. There is some 

diseussion here over why the 
Gevernment should be so 
blindly imtransigent. the 
comsensus is that it's wary of 
a ‘soft on gypsies’ headline in 
the Dotiy Maul | 
Ci js delighted at their 
conclusion, and tells them sn. 
We know we ve annoyed peo- 
ple with the planning stulf, 
turning the letrer of the law to 
ouradvaniage For once. But 
you people seem realise, 
now, that we hac no alterna- 
tive. And don't ihink we enjoy 
it. Appeals, procedures, end. 
less questions - it's harrewing, 
and endless, and tiring, and 
often i's demeaning. We 
would give anything to pol 
have to go through it, just to 
be allowed to live and work ° 
What did he think, asked 
Pauls, of the parish council's 
recommendation, that there 
should be a legally binding 
size limit on any permitted 
site? Chit thought that was 
dandy. ‘Ideally there should. 
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The travellers’ site at Cottenham, and (below) a wrecked gypsy caravan near Sherbou 
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ligh travellers occupy this site, on 
areen belt land. In May last year, 


the group was given the right ta 


stay for lwo years, causing anger 


amone villagers. Parents have 
removed their children from the 
local primary school because of 
the influx of traveller chiidren. 


n't be more than six or eight 
trailers omone site. You prob 
ably have one of the biggest 
sites in the-country here, and 
('m sorry, it's not right We 
don't want it either. Who'd 
want to spend all their time 
with 7 relatives, bickering’ 
H's hard enough for most peo- 
pleat Christmas, with seven?! 
David North aske whether 
the Cottenham travellers are 
Romany. ‘No, they're [rish. 
but this isa false distinction. 
Bene from the settled com 


many years. But when Dnsh trav 
eilers came in large numbers last 
year, fona-term residents had to 
move to adjolningiand without 
permission, This angéred locals, 
who blamed them for noise, lit- 
ter and even an unsolved murder. 


munity think ‘Romany’ ts 
somehow more acceptable. 
Now l'ni.a gypsy, can trace 
my lineave back to Italy in the 
sth century. But the Irish 
and the Scots have a proud 


and hardworking tradition as 


travellers too. We are fed up 
being at the bottom of the bar- 
rel, fed up with the insults, 
when our heritage Is older 
than most of the aristocracy 
in this country, and we don ( 
want to take it much more, 50 
you'll forgive us if we use the 


ee more 


ened bw the press,” David 
North nods, talking of how the 
hwo communities integrated 
With general success until this 
POent balling, 

“And what if there were offi- 
Cll sites again, room for 
everyone’? asks Poula lenta- 
bvely, What would your atti 
fide he if we then objected to 
another teeal encampment? 

We would agree LOO per 
Cent. Ue there was room for us 
to live legally, | would be the 
first to insist every illegal 
chitampment was shut down, 
instantly.’ 


IT ENDS IN. handshakes. 
There are still a host of 
unresolved issues — aesthet- 
ics. school places, and the fact 
that, even if councils provided 
sites, Lhe choice of venues is 
always going to be fraught. 
But alter an hour observing 
this meeting !.ant left like the 
apocryphal singer who, after 
scanning the written lyrics for 
‘You say tomato/l say 
Lomato’. shook her head and 
wondered, ‘It's hard to. see 
what the problem is, exactly.’ 
As [drive Cliff back to his 
caravan, he enthuses on the 
travellers’ way of life, How the 
ald are cared for, to the end, 
never pul in homes. How each 
community has the ‘hard 
niin’, a keep wasters in line. 
How the cold and hard work 
un reads and in fields has 
piven | hem ethics of their 


r 


me in the Cotswolds. 


ae a awn. How these who drink 
Sherborne, Gloucestershire hoo much or are prone Lo 
Romany gypsies moved on to this deprvssion are taken aside 
small site, on National Trust land, and eared for ab an early 
atter being evicted fromanother  stawe. How the Al defines 
site five miles away. Alter corm- their lives, Its north-south 
plaints from locals, the 13.adults axis down the centuries pro- 
and 12 children were ordered to viding a topographic spine. 

leave last month, Bul they refused Perhaps Some 1S bates 
and are appealing against the romantic, and of little reassur- 
decision to move them on. ance eivone who has quuick- 


ened thelr pace past a camp at 
dark, or wrinkled their nase at 
burning rubbish, ors scared 
of big dogs. But ts it too 
romantic, on this week's evi 
parish council and 


laws of the land to stick up, for 
once, for ourselves." 

There are quiet nods, of 
varying enthusiasm, around 


the table, and talk moves to dence - sh cour 
security. Cliff says he travellers united in aconclu 
understands the distrustsome sion (backed. incidentally, by 


the Association of Chief Police 
Offers) — Lo imagine that the 
Government, faced with a 
choice «between sensible 
leg) slation ant one 


fee] towards gypsies. ‘We're 
used to.it. There will be bad 
apples, as in any. community, 
Rut we do police ourselves. We 
ayia ish to scare people, : 
cali ammo renctionary headline, might 


becuuse we've chosen a 
Om for once hovethe guts to take 


different way of life. Bag isle? M ts 
letting themselves be fright the road less bravelled? 


